A decreased number of c- kit-expressing cells in a patient with afferent loop syndrome.
Following gastrectomy, stasis in the afferent jejunal loop accompanied by an overgrowth of bacteria leads to a number of clinical symptoms, including the so-called afferent loop syndrome. The disturbances in intestinal motility may be related to stagnation of the intestinal contents in the afferent loop. The pacemaker cells for the basic contractile activity of the intestine are thought to be the interstitial cells of Cajal (ICCs). We and others have reported that ICCs express the c- kit receptor, and that a decreased number of c- kit-expressing ICCs is generally thought to result in disturbed intestinal motility. We report here a patient with postgastrectomy afferent loop syndrome with a decreased number of c- kit-expressing cells in the external muscle layer of the dilated intestine, suggesting damage to the ICCs.